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Ari Lipkis is a PhD candidate at Temple University in Philadelphia. His research 
focuses on the role of the fantastic or fantasia in the spread and development of new 
architectural innovations in the sixteenth century. Ari’s dissertation grapples with the 
question of when a bucolic landscape or an urban veduta strays into becoming what is 
formally called a “capriccio” in the sixteenth century, at the time when the capriccio 
was coming into focus as a new genre or subject of representation.  
 
While at the Bibliothek Werner Oechslin, Ari has been exploring the library’s vast 
collection of Italian architectural treatises and has had the rare opportunity to 
compare differing editions of important works side by side, including four editions of 
Antonio Labacco’s treatise, three editions of Giovanni Antonio Rusconi’s, among 
others. Under the guidance of Werner Oechslin, Ari has also begun to examine 
several German and Netherlandish treatises. 
 
Prior to the Tablinum Fellowship, Ari was the recipient of a Lemmermann Foundation 
Fellowship (2024) and the Tyler School of Art & Architecture, Art History Rome 
Fellowship (Spring 2024). He earned a BA from NYU (2011) and an MA from the 
Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London (2016). 
 


