
Marlene Schwemer, Università di Vienna  

 
 
 
Project: ‘Restoring’ antiquity: intermedial transformation processes from the ancient source 
object to its publication in books 

Marlene Schwemer studied Art History and Romance Philology (Italian/Portuguese) at 
the Universities of Vienna, Roma Tre and Ca' Foscari in Venice. Her Master's thesis 
examined Palladio's references to antiquity in the design of the Villa Pisani in 
Montagnana and was supported by a research grant from the German Centre for 
Venetian Studies. During her studies, she worked as a teaching assistant for the 
Institute of Art History, University of Vienna, at various research institutions, including 
the Hertziana in Rome, in museums, such as the Haus der Kunst in Munich, and for the 
contemporary architecture magazine Detail. Her research focuses on the history of 
Italian Renaissance architecture, particularly the reception of antiquity in the 16th 
century, Palladio's drawings and 16th-century art literature. 

Her current project examines the study of antiquities by Palladio and other 
Renaissance architects. The starting point of this research is the reconstruction of 
ancient Roman ruins on paper. These drawings were then further processed into 
woodcuts, which in turn served as inspiration for architectural designs. By tracing this 
intermedial process of interpreting antiquities, her work will offer new perspectives on 
the reception of ancient architecture in the 16th century, emphasising the interplay 
between archaeological study and artistic innovation. 

 


